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CREMATION ACT AND CEMETERIES ACT — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.06 am]: Today I rise to advise the Parliament and the broader 
community that the government is considering removing the ability for an association to be licensed as a crematoria 
pursuant to section 4(1)(b) of the Cremation Act 1929. This issue will be considered as part of a comprehensive 
review of both the Cremation Act and the Cemeteries Act 1986, led by the Minister for Local Government, 
Hon David Templeman, MLA. 
As members may be aware, an association has applied for a licence, which is pending approval by the Governor, 
to operate a crematorium in a light industrial area in Malaga, having satisfied the requirements of section 4(2) of 
the Cremation Act. The Cremation Act did not contemplate the existence of private crematoria operators at the 
time of promulgation. In October 1929, the issue of private crematoriums was considered, and opposed, by the 
government of the day, under Premier Philip Collier. The section in question was added in 1935 amendments to the 
act, when the government of the day observed that the act restricted the ability of individuals to choose to be cremated, 
as crematoriums had not yet been established. 
In the present day, these restrictions no longer exist. The government is acutely aware that community expectations of 
bereavement and interment services have changed significantly over time and the community needs to have confidence 
in those entrusted to carry out these duties. Although the Cremation Act in its current form requires the Chief Health 
Officer to be satisfied of certain public health and safety matters relating to the operation of crematoria, it does not 
provide for more general regulatory oversight or powers that allow for the creation, monitoring and enforcement of 
industry standards; nor does it allow for codes of practice and consumer protection akin to other contemporary licensing 
regimes. Put simply, a private cremations industry is not supported without a fulsome review and assessment of 
community sentiment and any necessary enhancements to the outdated statutory and regulatory framework. 
It is for this reason that I have indicated the government’s concerns going forward and have signalled the possibility 
that, pending the outcome of the review, the current provisions may be repealed in the future. It is in this spirit that 
the Minister for Local Government has commenced a review process through which the community will be consulted, 
along with a range of key stakeholders relevant to the issue across Western Australia.  

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [9.08 am]: I wish to add to the remarks 
of my colleague Hon Roger Cook, MLA, Minister for Health, on the future of the Cremation Act 1929 and the 
Cemeteries Act 1986. As the minister has indicated, the government intends to undertake a combined review of 
these two acts and consider removing the ability of an association to be granted a licence to operate a crematorium 
in Western Australia. As members would be aware, the choice of interment via burial or cremation is held in high 
regard by our community as it determines the person’s final resting place and often the sole place of memorialisation 
for future generations. I note that some members of the community have strong views on the renewal program at 
Karrakatta Cemetery and I can confirm that this will be canvassed as part of the review.  
Both acts have not been substantially reviewed or amended since their initial promulgation. This review will canvas: 
the adequacy and effectiveness of both acts; the relationship between crematoria and cemeteries in Western Australia; 
the powers of the Chief Health Officer, the Minister for Health and the Minister for Local Government in administering 
both acts; the currently regulatory and occupational licensing regime of the broader cemetery, crematorium and 
funeral industry; the governance structure of the industry, including the effectiveness of boards; the management 
of burial grounds in Aboriginal communities; the approach to the renewal of cemeteries; and relevant industry 
models in other jurisdictions. This review is being commenced with a clear path to legislative reform of both acts 
to provide Western Australia with a modern act that is responsive to community expectations and industry needs, 
and provides clear regulatory oversight of the interment industry. This review will be undertaken by the Department 
of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries in consultation with the community, the Department of Health, 
the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, regional cemetery boards, local government and industry stakeholders.  
I echo the remarks of the health minister on a private cremations industry that cannot be supported without a review and 
assessment of community sentiment and any necessary enhancements to the statutory and regulatory regime under 
which the industry operates. The governance of burials and cremations is very important to the Western Australian 
community. I look forward to updating the Parliament on the progress of this review in due course.  
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